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70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheet(s). 
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Basis of the report 



itemational application No. 
PCT/AU20Q3/000746 



™®f re S ard to the elements of the international application:* 
[X] the international application as originally filed: ' 

I | the description, pages 

pages 



I I the claims, pages 



pages 
pages 
pages 



as originally filed, 
filed with the demand, 
received on with the letter of 
as originally filed, 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 
filed with the demand, 
received on with the letter of 



received on with the letter of 



LJ the drawings, pages , as originaUy filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 
P a ges , received on ^ 
I I Ae sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 
pages , filed with the demand 
pages , received on with the letter of 

These elements were avadab c or Gnashed to this Authority in the & D»i £? which is: 

LJ the language of a translation finnished for the purposes of international search (under Rnlc 23.1(b)), 

[J the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48 .3(b)). 

0 Sr15 ° f tranS,ati ° n ^ hcA fOT * e P^ os « of international prehrninary examination (under Rules 55 J! 

□ contem ^^^^temanonalappHc^tionmwri 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form 

□ ^^^^equenUytotmsAumority 

□ furnished subsequently to ^ Aumority m computer readable W 

D b^1S " 
. [~| The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
| [ the description, pages 
| | the claims, Nos. 
^ Q the drawings, sheets/fig. 

Renlacement cA^/r *+.l.:~L l t /• . • , . . " ■ — — 



w netea to tnis report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 70 17) 
^^"'neetcontainingsvcnaniendmentsn^t 



•A" 
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III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

1 . The questions- whether the claimed invention appears to. be.nove^ to-involve an inventive step.(ta be nonobvious), or to be 
industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

| j the entire international application, 

[x] claims Nos: 1-4 and 8-36 (all partially) 

because: 

| | the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to" the following subject matter which does not 
require an international preHrninary examination (specify): 



| [ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. are so unclear that no 
meaningful opinion could be forcned (specify): 



| | the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion could be 
formed. 

|X[ no international search report has been established for said claim Nos. 1-4 and 8-36 (all partially) — see 
supplemental box. 



2. A meaningful international preliirunary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide and/or amino 
acid sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative Instructions: 

| | the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 
[ | the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box III) (July 1998) 



1NTERNATION. 



FARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



f 

-An 



iternational application No. 
PCT/AU2003/000746 



Xt^c e £ a regard to nove,ty - inventive step « -pp^bfli^^r 



Novelty (N) CIaims W6 

Claims 

Inventive step (IS) aaims x _ 36 

Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-36 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 
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Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) " *~ ~~ 

^following documents identified in the Intentional Search Report have been considered for the purposes of 

Dl - Electrophoresis, 2001, vol. 22, no. 2, Katsura et al. 
uz - Chemical Abstracts, abstract accession no. 138:67155 

Upon collapse of the emulsiorTthe re^S tZ w " ff^ maintained within the discontinuous phase, 

reaction may take pfecTScot^^^^^ continuous phase whereupon a chemical 

the advantage ^M^^^^^S^ discontinuous phase of emulsions also offers- 
equipment reactions may be performed usmg microlitre-scale liquid handling 

NOVELTY (N) and TMVFNrrrye ST r P 

p D hlt ^S^^£S^^ a,S fT"** * &e ° f « «WW aqneous 

The emulsions of Dl woEd^^T^lSZ^f 0 ^ ^ 8 reacJants of cotamn). 

does not disclose W^oJaSSK^S SST T ° f ^ ° f ^ Ctants - However, Dl 

theemulsioi, Therefore, the c£n^^^^^ 

translation of me absn-acted aSe wJ Sj^tSESl "S^"" ^ lan ^ e 

appears to suggest formation of a covinous phate ^1 tL ™ ^T' ^ 4 ° f fte abstracted 
abstract does not expressly discloseT™,S^ * ? Piously discontinuous phase: However, the 
Therefore, the clahrS ^ * reaCtion bet — *c reactants. 
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VL Certain documents cited 


1. Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) ' 






Application No. 
Patent No. 


Publication date 
(day/month/year) 


Filing date 
(day/month/year) 


Priority date ( valid claim) 
(day/month/year) 


JP 2003-153692 


27 May 2003 


25 March 2002 


7 September 2001 


WO 2002/103011 


27 December 2002 


18 June 2002 


18 June 2001 



JP 2003-153692 discloses nucleic-acid amplification reactions conducted in emulsions and collection of the 
y- discontinuous phase as a continuous phase. WO 2002/10301 1 discloses nucleic acid replication within an emulsion 
^age 34, line 4-page 36, line 31). WO 2002/103011 also discloses formation of a continuous phase from the 
discontinuous phase (page 37 lines 23-26). If the priority of the present application is found to be invalid these 
documents may become relevant to an assessment of-the novelty or-inventive step of the claims. 



2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 
Kind of non-written disclosure 



Date of non-written disclosure 
(day/month/year) 



Date of written disclosure referring to 

non- written disclosure 
(day/month/year) 
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(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of Box DI " 

tntT,S d r 1a ^ ationa S 5T ch Re P ort > danns 1-4 and 8-36 (all partially) do not define the matter for which 
protection is sought in terms of the technical features of the invention (Rule 6 3(a)). 

^,S^ dCnt C,aithS . 1 ' 4 '- 3 i' 35 and 36 broad 'y ^onipass any chemical reaction involving the 'collapse' of an 
™n™T 7 m ; reaCt 1?li S f0UDd _ in ° nC ° r ^^se of the emulsion. /W*,/*^ the claims theXe 
encompass, inter alia, well known chemical techniques such as 'emulsion polymerisation'* 

The specification, when read as a whole, indicates that the invention relates to the use of the described methods in 

ZSlSZSl Seq f UCnClng TP 1 " 1 reactions - The specification only exemplifies reactiSvoEt 

Z£S£^3F?% aCidS ; TW0re ' thC daimS ^ b?en sea ~ hed md S tome 

extent that they are hunted to reactions mvolving sequencing, amplification or other manipulations of nucleic ados. 

* Polymer Science Dictionary, Alger, Elsevier Applied Science, 1989. 
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